HEREDITY.

logicians. I fell into the difficulty myself, the other
day, when I had occasion to say that a man's
character had been influenced, both by his inherit-
ance of certain qualities and by the later circum-
stances of his education. Having said this, which,
I think, aimed at a real meaning, it occurred to me
that the phrase was grossly illogical, and I shall be
still obliged if any one will put it straight for me.
The difficulty was, that I had used the same form of
words to indicate the influence of a separable acci-
dent, and to describe one aspect of the essential
character. To say that a man is influenced by his
education is to say that he would have been different
had he gone, for example, to another school. That
is intelligible. But to say that "he" would have
been different if he had been born of other parents is
absurd, for "he" would not have been "he". He
would not have existed at all. " He" means the
man who has grown out of the baby with all its in-
nate qualities; and not some, but all those .qualities,
the very essence of the man himself, is, of course,
the product of his progenitors. Such phrases, in
short, suggest the fancy that a man had a pre-
existence somewhere, and went about like Er the
Pamphylian in Plato's myth, selecting the conditions
of his next stay upon earth. In that case, no doubt,
there might be some meaning in the doctrine. The